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and hold any more of the front However, an arrange-
ment was arrived at between Douglas and General P&ain
whereby the former agreed to relieve two French divisions
early in January and more by the end of the month accord-
ing to how his troops were placed by that time.

By the 28th of December the situation on the western
front had quietened down and it was not thought that
the Germans intended any immediate attack, so Douglas
arranged to come on leave on the 29th, and I met him at
Victoria early in the afternoon of that day. We went
straight home to Kingston Hill.

Douglas was at home till the i2th of January and most of
the time we spent together. The children, of course, were at
Eastcott at this time and we took them to the pantomime at
Drury Lane, I think Douglas enjoyed the performance as
much as the children. Practically all his holiday it was hard
frost and very cold so that he did not get very much golf,
One day he was summoned to Buckingham Palace, where
the King presented him with his Field-Marshars baton. He
also attended one or two meetings of the War Cabinet and
a few people came to Eastcott to discuss various matters of
importance. He attended luncheon at 10 Downing Street,
where the probable duration of the war was discussed*
Douglas told me that Lord Derby thought that it would be
all over by next New Year but diat Lloyd George did not
think so. Douglas gave as his opinion that the war would
be over by the autumn because, judging from the internal
state of Germany, she could continue no longer. There were
only a million men as reserves for the whole of the coming
year's fighting and if these were all used up there would be
none left to develop the country afterwards even if Germany
won. Douglas did not think that this risk would be taken.
It was much more likely that she would sue for peace before
that stage was reached. They might, of course, try and
break through our defences by sheer pressure of numbers^
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